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THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

MAY 5-6, 1910. 

The eleventh annual meeting of the Illinois State His- 
torical Society was held in the Senate chamber of the 
State capitol at Springfield on Thursday and Friday, 
May 5th and 6th, 1910. 

The business meeting was held on Thursday morning, 
at which time the reports of the officers and committees 
were made to the Society, officers of the Society for the 
ensuing year were elected and miscellaneous business 
was considered. A list of the officers elected and the 
committees appointed appears in this Journal. 

On Thursday afternoon the literary exercises were 
opened by General S. D. Atkins in an address entitled 
"Some Illinois Editors I Have Known." General At- 
kins has had large acquaintance with the editors and 
other public men of the State for half a century and his 
reminiscences of Joseph Medill, "Long John" Went- 
worth and others form an interesting chapter in Illinois 
history and it is important that the experiences of such 
men. as General Atkins be recorded in some permanent 
form. The State Historical Society is attempting to do 
this work and it is fortunate in having this address to 
publish and add to its collection of such material. 

The address of Judge John P. Hand on "Negro 
Slavery in Illinois" is a distinct addition to State history. 
Judge Hand treated the subject in a direct and forceful 
manner and gave instances and citations in the course of 
the address which give to it the force of a legal document. 

The address of Judge H. J. Strawn, of Albion, Illinois, 
on "The English Settlements in Edwards County, Illi- 
nois," was an interesting one and contained some hither- 
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to unpublished information in regard to the English 
colony. 

The address of Judge James A. Creighton on" The 
Life and Services of General Alfred Orendorff, the 
Late President of the Illinois State Historical Society," 
was a just and graceful tribute to the memory of General 
Orendorff, from one who was associated with him in 
many ways and during many years and who was able to 
present a just and appreciative account of the man. 

The lecture of Prof. W. K. Moorhead with stereopticon 
views was much appreciated by the audience. The title 
of the address was "The Archaeology of the Mississippi 
Valley.' ' The pictures were very fine and the travel 
talk most interesting, but it is to be regretted that the 
lecture furnished so little new information for the study 
of the archaeology of the territory mentioned. 

The address of Mr. Ensley Moore on "General Grant's 
First March," was thoroughly enjoyed. Mr. Moore had 
written many letters to persons who remembered General 
Grant's visit to Jacksonville with his regiment and he 
read many interesting recollections of persons who re- 
plied to his enquiries. 

Professor J. A. James has been engaged for many 
months in the study of the American revolution in the 
west and his paper upon this subject furnishes some most 
interesting and rare material for the student who is in- 
terested in the career of George Eogers Clark and the 
operations in the west during the Eevolutionary War and 
the early days of the Republic. 

President E. J. James gave a brief account of what the 
Illinois State Historical Library has accomplished in 
its twenty years of existence. President James was for 
thirteen years, from 1897 to 1910, a member of the board 
of trustees of the Library and recently resigned from the 
board. He is therefore in a position to give a compre- 
hensive account of the Library's activities which he did. 

General Charles A. Partridge gave an account of the 
part taken by the Ninety-sixth Illinois Eegiment of Vol- 
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nnteers at Chickamauga, in that great struggle of the 
war between the states. 

It is the desire of the Society to have at each annual 
meeting at least one address on some phase of the history 
of the civil war. General Partridge gave a clear and 
forceful account of the part taken by the Ninety-sixth 
Illinois at Chickamauga, and it, with Mr. Moore's paper 
on General Grant's march, makes a valuable addition to 
the Society's civil war history. 

The paper on the Illinois Bill of Eights presented by 
Mr. Herman G. James of Urbana, was a well prepared 
and exhaustive article, showing great care and labor in 
its preparation. 

Mrs. S. P. Wheeler was, by reason of sickness, unable 
to present her address. 

One of the addresses which attracted much interest 
was that of Prof. George T. Flom on the Kensington 
Eune Stone. Professor Flom described the finding of 
the stone and in a thorough manner discussed the evi- 
dences of its authenticity. The stone was found on a 
farm in northern Minnesota, buried under a tree. Upon 
the stone was carved an inscription giving an account of 
some adventurers in that country and bearing the date 
1362. Professor Flom, who is a professor of Scandi- 
navian languages in the University of Illinois treated 
the subject from a philological standpoint and furnished 
much interesting information as to Eunic characters, and 
the history of the languages and dialects of the Scan- 
dinavian countries. The Society has published his ad- 
dress in pamphlet form and the Minnesota Historical 
Society has asked for a large number of copies, and is 
considering purchasing the stone if convinced of its au- 
thenticity. Professor Flom's argument is entirely op- 
posed to a belief in the genuineness of the stone as a 
specimen of ancient runic inscriptions. 

The annual address on the West and the growth of the 
National Ideal was delivered by Professor Frederic L. 
Paxson of the University of Michigan, who goes next 
year to the University of Wisconsin. It was a fine and 
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well delivered paper, containing much material for 
thought, and presenting new views of some historical 
questions. 

The reception to the Historical Society and its friends 
was by the courtesy of Hon. James A. Eose, the Secretary 
of State, who is himself a member of the Society, held 
in the State Library rooms, and was a very pleasant 
affair. Committees of ladies of the Society had charge 
of the decorations and the refreshments. Mrs. C. C. 
Brown, Mrs. James A. Eose, Mrs. Kate K. Eeeves, Mrs. 
I. G-. Miller and Mrs. Leroy Bacchus were in charge of 
the affair, and were assisted by several young ladies. 

We give in full the program of the meeting : 

Eleventh Annual. Meeting of 

THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTOEICAL SOCIETY 

In the Capitol Building at Springfield, Thubsday and 

Friday, May 5th and 6th, 1910. 

PBOGEAM OF EXEBCISES 

Thursday Morning: 

9:00 'Clock. 

Meeting of the Board of Directors in the Office of the 

Secretary of the Society. 

10:00 O 'Clock. 
Business meeting of the Society. 
Beports of Officers. 
Beports of Committees. 

Beports of Delegates from Local Historical Societies. 
Miscellaneous Business. 
Election of Officers. 
Unfinished Business. 

Thursday Afternoon: 
2:30 O'Clock. 
Address — Some Illinois Editors I Have Known 

Gen. Smith D. Atkins, Freeport, HI. 

Address — Negro Slavery in Hlinois 

Hon. John P. Hand, Cambridge, HI. 

Address — The English Settlements in Edwards County, 

111 Hon. H. J. Strawn, Albion, HI. 



85 

Thursday Evening: 

Address — The Life and Services of Alfred Orendorff, 
Late President of the Illinois State Historical So- 
ciety Hon. James A. Creighton, Springfield, HI. 

Lectnre with Stereopticon Views — The Archaeology of 

the Mississippi Valley 

Dr. Warren K. Moorhead, Phillips Academy, 
Andover, Mass. 

Friday Morning: 

9:30 O'Clock. 

Address — Grant's First March 

Mr. Ensley Moore, Jacksonville, HI. 

Address — Dlinois and the Eevolution in the West, 1779- 
1780 J. A. James, Ph. D., Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston, HI. 

A Brief Sketch of the Work of the Illinois State 
Historical Library President E. J. James, Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 

Friday Afternoon : 

2:30 (V Clock. 

Address — The Ninety-Sixth Illinois at Chickamanga. 

Gen. Charles A. Partridge, Chicago, HI. 

Address— The Illinois Bill of Eights 

Herman G. James, J, D., Urbana, HI. 

Address Mrs. S. P. Wheeler, Springfield, HI. 

Address — The Kensington Eunestone 

Geo. T. Flom, Ph. D., Urbana, El. 

Friday Evening : 
8:00 O'Clock. 

Annual Address — The West and the Growth of the 
National Ideal... F. L. Paxson, Ph. D., University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Eeception — In Illinois State Library. 
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EEPOET OF THE SECRETAKY OF THE ILLINOIS 

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, MAY 14, 

1909, TO MAY 5, 1910, 

To the Board of Directors of the Illinois State Historical 

Society: 

Gentlemen — I beg to submit to you my report of the 
work of the Society for the past year. 

The Society has lost by the hand of death since its 
last annual meeting its President and protecting friend, 
General Alfred Orendorff. The Board of Directors took 
note officially of this sad event at its meeting of Decem- 
ber 2, 1909, at which time the Secretary was directed to 
invite some competent person to deliver an address at 
this meeting upon the death of our President. I con- 
sulted with the members of the family of General Oren- 
dorff as to their preference in the matter, and Hon. 
James A. Creighton has been invited and will deliver an 
address at this meeting on the life of General Orendorff. 
Since the death of the President of the Society, Colonel 
Clark E. Carr, the First Vice President, has been acting 
as its President. 

In spite of the death of the President of the Society 
and of several of the active members, it has been a year 
of growth and prosperity. We have had a large number 
of new members added to our list. One member of 
the Society alone has succeeded in procuring about fifty 
new members in his county. If each active member of 
this Society should this year procure one new member 
it would mean an addition of 800 members; for, exclu- 
sive of our honorary and newspaper members, we have 
more than 800 members ; and including all classes — hon- 
orary, press association, life and active members — we 
count 1,000 strong. 

This year one of our women members has become a 
life member and she is a pioneer, being the first woman 
to become a life member of the Society. 

The interest in the Society and its work is growing 
throughout this and other States, and many newspapers 
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have commended our work and urged their patrons to 
assist the Society. A good deal of this interest may, I 
think, be fairly given to the quarterly Journal of the 
Society. 

The Journal is receiving favorable comment from 
many sources. The board of editors of the Journal ask 
members of the Society to contribute to its pages and to 
make suggestions to the editors. This organ of the 
Society is, we believe, improving with each issue, and 
the editors hope that it may in time become a model 
publication of this class. We beg, as I have said, for 
advice and assistance for the Journal in attaining this 
goal. 

The committees of the Society are urged to greater 
activity. We will have reports from several of them, 
and I suggest that some plans be devised to enable mem- 
bers of committees to more clearly understand their 
duties; and that chairmen of committees make attempts 
to hold more meetings of their committees. 

I will also repeat what I have said to you in other re- 
ports, that I think the Society ought to hold special 
meetings to celebrate historic anniversaries or events. 
These might be special lectures, or be held with local 
societies, for I believe some of them should be held in 
different localities. We have been invited by the LaSalle 
County Society to meet at Starved Eock. This, I think, 
is a most admirable suggestion. I would also like to 
attend a meeting in the neighborhood of Kaskaskia, and 
I am still hoping that exercises will be held at the dedi- 
cation of the monument to Governor Bond. This cele- 
bration, a local one was planned, but the date of it has 
been postponed a time or two. 

The correspondence of the Secretary of the Society is 
very heavy, and we do a great deal of research work 
for our correspondents, students and for the other de- 
partments in the State House. 

As President James is to give a review of the work 
of the Historical Library, I will not, as I have heretofore 
done, tell you of the collections and purchases and other 
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work of the Library. The work of the Secretary of the 
Society and of the Librarian of the Library go so closely 
hand in hand that I find it difficult to separate them in 
making a report. The Journal gave a list of the books 
purchased by the Library in England. This is a most 
valuable addition to the Library. The collection of old 
files of newspapers is being vigorously made and the 
department of genealogy is making long strides. The 
chairman of the genealogical committee will report on 
some of the most important additions to the collection. 

The program committee would like to have members 
of the Society make suggestions as to topics of State 
and western history, upon which they would like to hear 
papers at the annual meetings. The committee will also 
be glad to know of persons who might contribute ad- 
dresses for the annual meeting, manuscripts, old letters, 
etc., for the department of contributions to State History 
in the annual transactions of the Society or, as has been 
before mentioned in this report, material suitable for 
publication in the Journal. 

In the current number of the Journal we have pub- 
lished a circular letter asking for this kind of contribu- 
tions. The President of the Society has appointed a 
committee on archaeology, and it is hoped and believed 
that this committee will evolve some plan for calling 
public attention to the important archaeological remains 
in the Mississippi valley. So much has been said about 
the great Cahokia or Monk's mound, which is located in 
the southern part of Madison county, His., and which is 
one of the greatest and most interesting specimens in 
America, that I will not now repeat it. The Illinois Park 
Commission created by the last General Assembly for the 
especial purpose of trying to preserve Starved Bock, has 
authority also to consider the claims of other historic 
places. By the direction of the Directors of the Society, 
I called the attention of the Park Commission to the 
Great Cahokia Mound, and they have agreed to consider 
it. In the 1908 Transactions and in the January Journal 
full accounts were given of the important gift to the 
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Historical Society by Mr. Clinton L. Conkling of Spring- 
field of the original letter of Mr. Lincoln addressed to 
Hon. J. C. Conkling, Mr. Clinton L. Conkling 's father, 
which was read at the Union Mass Meeting of September 
3, 1863. In addition to this letter, Mr. Conkling pre- 
sented a short letter, transmitting the letter to be read 
at the Mass Meeting and two telegrams in regard to the 
same matter. These valuable gifts have been acknowl- 
edged, bnt I suggest that the Society take some action 
upon Mr. Conkling 's generous gift. 

Miss Louise I. Enos of this city has presented to the 
Society some rare early laws of the State, all valuable, 
some volumes excessively so. Miss Enos has also made 
other valuable contributions. 

Mr. Dan Sheen of Peoria owns some property on 
which he believes was located LaSalle's Fort Creve 
Cceur. He asked that the Historical Society investigate 
the remnants or remains on this land, and at least at- 
tempt to form an opinion as to the probability of this 
being the location of the disputed French fort. Accord- 
ingly a committee of the Society visited Peoria for the 
purpose of looking over the ground and the remains of 
the fort. I hope that a member of this committee will 
tell the Society about their visit. I have received a letter 
lately from Mr. Sheen, asking the committee to make 
another visit to the location of the supposed old fort. 

You will remember that at our last meeting Hon. 
Frank 0. Lowden offered us a generous gift. We hope 
to hear from the committee today in regard to it. 

I have to report the deaths of several of our members. 
Some of them have been noticed in the Journal and 
some occurred before our last annual meeting, but had 
not been called to my attention until a later date. I 
again beg the members of the Society to inform me of 
deaths in our membership. The Society is so large and 
the membership is so scattered over the State, that un- 
less the deaths are noticed in the city papers and asso- 
ciated press dispatches, I have no means of learning of 
them. I have several times caused the family of the 
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deceased member much pain and myself much mortifi- 
cation by sending books and other notices addressed to 
the deceased member of the Society. Will the members 
kindly bear this in mind? The names of the deceased 
members, so far as they are known to the Society, are: 

Col. Bisdon M. Moore, San Antonio, Texas. 

Col. W. L. Gross, Springfield, Ills. 

Hon. Thomas Lowry, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mr. Henry C. Withers, Carrollton, His. 

Hon. George A. Sanders, Springfield, His. 

Dr. A. W. French, Springfield, His. 

Dr. Marcus P. Hatfield, Chicago. 

Hon. B. W. Mills, Jacksonville, His. 

Mr. H. C. Todd, Oak Park, HI. 

Gten. Alfred Orendorff, Springfield, His. 

Mrs. Louisa I. Black, Springfield, 111. 

Bev. John B. Fairbanks, Jacksonville, HI. 

And Mr. John W. Good of Moline, HI., who died in far 
away India. 

I do not know exactly as to who is our oldest member, 
but I rather incline to give the honor to Dr. Samuel 
Willard of Chicago, and I am sure that our youngest 
member is McLaren Fox of Fairfield, though we have a 
number of student members, both young men and young 
women. 

As I have said, I will not touch upon the work of the 
Library, because President James is to do that in a 
larger and far better way than I can do; but I wish to 
once more call your attention to the crowded condition 
of the Library. We are crowded in every branch of 
our work. A gentleman said to me that the Library 
Board ought to provide a handsome case for the collec- 
tion of books already mentioned as having been pur- 
chased in Europe. I said I am sure that the Library 
Board will see the necessity of the case and will gladly 
purchase it, if I can show them the space in the Library 
where the case can be placed when purchased. The col- 
lection of Lincolniana continues to grow and our walls 
are overcrowded. We have no space for additions, and 
our frames of material illustrating other and very in- 
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teresting phases of State history are stored away. We 
are unable to place the files of the newspapers. These 
papers are packed away. In every single line of our work 
we are hampered for want of room. Does not the Society 
feel that we are very near the time when we must be- 
siege the Legislature for an appropriation for a build- 
ing? Are we willing to remain behind our neighboring 
States of Wisconsin and Iowa? Are we willing to have 
our students compelled to go to Madison or Albany for 
their source materials? Dr. J. F. Snyder has spent years 
in collecting a great archaeological and anthropological 
collection and he wishes to give it to this Society, but 
he makes the necessary stipulation that we provide for 
its reception a fire-proof building. This at present we 
are unable to do. Gentlemen and ladies, I think the time 
is at hand when we must face the question of a building 
for the Historical Society and its growing needs. It 
must not be decided hurriedly, it must not be decided 
from a narrow point of view. We must soberly and 
thoughtfully consider the question, and when we have 
formulated a good plan and submitted it to the proper 
persons to advise us as to its legal correctness in form 
and manner, and adjusted it to meet the requirements of 
the interests concerned in it, we ought to work hard for 
it, and we ought to work in harmony. 
Very Respectfully, 

Jessie Palmeb Weber. 



MEETING OF THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY HIS- 
TORICAL SOCIETY. 
The Third Annual Meeting of the Mississippi Valley 
Historical Association, together with a program pre- 
sented under the auspices of the State Historical So- 
cietv of Iowa, was held at Iowa City, Iowa, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, May 25, 26, 27, 1910. The Illinois 
State Historical Society was well represented. Two of 
its directors, Mr. Wm. A. Meese and Professor E. C. 
Page, besides its secretary, Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, 
and a large number of its members, being in attendance 
upon the sessions. Professor J. A. James, Professor C. 
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W. Alvord, Professor Olynthus B. Clark and Professor 

A. C. McLaughlin, members of the Illinois State Histori- 
cal Society presented addresses, and the secretary of the 
Society reported to the Mississippi Valley Association, 
some of the activities of the Illinois Society. 

The meeting was held at this time and place upon the 
invitation of the State Historical Society of Iowa. The 
sessions of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association 
and the program arranged by the State Historical So- 
ciety of Iowa were much enjoyed. The conference of 
Mississippi Valley historical societies and departments 
of history and archives was held on Thursday afternoon. 
This program was of special interest to persons actively 
engaged in historical society work. The conference of 
local historical societies in Iowa was held on Wednesday 
afternoon and had been arranged by the State Historical 
Society of Iowa for the benefit of those who are especially 
interested in Iowa local history. 

The members both of the Mississippi Valley Historical 
Association and the State Historical Society of Iowa 
were invited to attend a luncheon tendered by Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur J. Cox on Thursday, May 26, and the lunch- 
eon tendered by Mr. Euclid Sanders, President of the 
State Historical Society of Iowa, on Friday, May 27. 

Members of the Mississippi Valley Historical Associa- 
tion who arrived Wednesday, May 25th, were invited to 
the dinner at the Burkley Imperial Hotel as guests of the 
State Historical Society of Iowa. 

The attendance was large and all of the guests were 
entertained most hospitably and pleasantly, Professor 

B, F. Shambaugh and his assistants showing many cour- 
tesies to the visitors. 



THE GEEAT CAHOKIA MOUND AGAIN. 

Early in May the Schubert club, of East St. Louis, 
adopted resolutions memorializing the Congressman of 
that district, Hon. Wm. A. Bodenberg, to introduce in 
the House a bill providing that the government shall se- 
cure, by purchase, the Cahokia mound and certain speci- 
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fied adjacent territory and convert it into a national park. 
This movement, having lain dormant for a year or more, 
was revived in the latter part of April by the Federation 
of Women's clubs in convention at Granite City, and has 
since been given additional endorsement by all the wo- 
men's clubs, one after another, in that part of the State. 
It would be very gratifying indeed to have the general 
government take earnest action in this movement and 
push it through to concrete results. But still more grati- 
fying would it be to the citizens of Illinois if our Legis- 
lature would gain possession of that wonderful monu- 
ment of a prehistoric Illinois race — the largest and most 
imposing in the United States — and preserve it as a 
State park. The bill introduced in the last Legislature, 
by Hon. Norman GL Flagg, for the appointment of five 
commissioners "to investigate the historic importance 
of the Cahokia mound; to ascertain its adaptability for 
the purpose of a State park, and ascertain the price for 
which the State can purchase the property,' ' etc,, should 
be reintroduced early in the next session, and speedily 
passed. In the meantime, however, should Congress 
seriously undertake the acquisition of the mound for a 
national park, the State Historical Society and the people 
of Illinois generally, will most willingly lend their aid 
and encouragement to the accomplishment of that end. 



THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTOEICAL SOCIETY 

AND THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTOECAL 

LLBEAEY. 

Communicated by Dr. J. P. Snyder. 

To the Editors of the Journal: 

As is generally known, the Illinois State Historical Li- 
brary was instituted by the Legislature in 1889, and 
placed in the control of three trustees appointed by the 
Governor; and that ten years later, in 1899, the State 
Historical Society was organized with only Legisla- 
tive sanction of the State incorporation laws. In 1903 
Judge Beckwith caused the Legislature to enact an 
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amendment to the law creating the Historical Library, 
providing "That the Illinois State Historical Society be 
and the same is hereby declared a department of the Illi- 
nois State Historical Library,' ' to be furnished by the 
Library with stationery, postage, etc. The intention of 
that control and oversight by the Library, Judge Beck- 
with explained, was that the Historical Library, a State 
institution, should watch over and foster the Historical 
Society until it became strong enough to stand alone. 
The appropriations since made by the Legislature for 
maintenance of the Society have always contained the 
mandate that "said sum shall be expended by order of 
the board of trustees of the State Historical Library,' ' 
and have been so expended. It must be generally con- 
ceded that the Illinois State Historical Society, under the 
fostering care of the Library trustees, has grown to be 
quite a robust infant ; and it is the opinion of very many 
that the time specified by Judge Beckwith for it to lay 
aside its nursing bottle and swaddling clothes and assume 
management of its own affairs, has now arrived. A ma- 
jority of the members "of the Society believe that it should 
now be relieved from the incubus of that paternalism 
and be permitted to claim rank with the Historical So- 
cieties of other states. They think the Legislature should 
be asked to make its appropriations for support of the 
Society payable to the order of the directors of the So- 
ciety, instead of to the trustees of the Library, as here- 
tofore. 

And why not! True, the directors of the Society are 
not required to give bond for security of State funds or 
property entrusted to them. Neither are the trustees of 
the Historical Library. The board of fifteen directors 
of the Historical Society includes the three trustees of 
the Library. The high standing of those fifteen guard- 
ians of the Society is well known for intellectual ability, 
probity of character, moral integrity and conscientious 
honesty that can not be excelled in the State. Why, then, 
can not, and should not, they be entrusted with the pit- 
tance biennially appropriated by the Legislature for the 
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Society as well as the three trustees of the State Histori- 
cal Library? Can anyone advance a sensible reason why 
this change should not be effected? 

J. F. Snyder, M. D. 
Virginia, His., June 1, 1910. 



ANOTHER MORRISON ANECDOTE. 

With his fine classic features and Apollo figure, his 
splendid gift of oratory, and great ability as a lawyer, 
Col. Don Morrison was an energetic, industrious and 
very Successful financier. Seeing with prophetic vision 
the coming greatness of Illinois, and rapid enhancement 
of its land values, he commenced immediately after the 
close of the Mexican war to secure possession of large 
tracts of land. Each volunteer serving in that war re- 
ceived from the government a warrant for 160 acres of 
land. Very many of those enlisted men, improvident and 
unthrifty, caring nothing for land and wanting ready 
money, sold their warrants for sums ranging from $150 
down to $50, and even less. Don saw his opportunity, 
and having a rich old bachelor uncle, Guy Morrison, who 
loaned him all the money he wanted on easy terms, he 
bought warrants and with them entered thousands of 
acres of government land in this State and Iowa. 

While at that, it was said, that in his greed for land, 
Don "entered out" several old pioneer settlers who, too 
careless and negligent to pay the government for their 
claims, had for years lived upon them and improved 
them into fine farms, with no legal title to them what- 
ever. There were those, or course, who envied Don's 
prosperity, openly declaring that he had the title to 
many an acre of land that he dared not set his foot upon, 
and attributing to him a great deal of crookedness that 
he was doubtless innocent of. About that time Governor 
Reynolds, just home from a session of Congress, met Don 
one day on the street, and after cordial greetings, in- 
quired, "What are you doing these days, Don?" "I am 
still entering and buying land," Don answered. 
"Well," said the Governor, "you must have a lot of it by 
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this time." "Yes," said the Colonel, "I have, and I ex- 
pect to be a rich man if I live twenty-five years longer." 
"I guess you will be, Don," remarked the Old Banger, 
"if you can manage to keep out of the penitentiary that 
long." 



TO OUR READERS. 

The chief want of the Journal is original papers, upon 
any topic connected with Illinois history. Biographies 
of noted pioneers, sketches and anecdotes of men and 
women prominent in the early political, social, military, 
or industrial affairs of the State ; personal reminiscences 
of bygone events, natural phenomena or extraordinary 
occurrences, still remembered, are particularly desired. 
Original contributions are obviously of much more in- 
terest and value in a periodical of this kind than reprints 
which, tho new to many, to others bear the flavor of 
a twice told tale. In every county of the State are scraps 
of local history, as that of important suits or criminal 
trials, and other proceedings, in the courts ; the inception 
and growth, or failure, of certain industries; in river 
counties, of the old-time boating and river traffic; in a 
limited number of counties, of former contests for lo- 
cation of the county seat; and in many, of the laying out 
or founding of new towns, their success and growth, or 
their decline and disappearance — scraps of history pre- 
served in the main by oral transmission from one genera- 
tion to another, fractional parts of the integral history 
of the State and its people, in many instances well worthy 
of perpetuation in permanent form in these pages. 

One function of the Journal not yet recognized by its 
readers — indeed not yet mentioned by its managers — is 
that of a medium of intercommunication of opinions con- 
cerning the progress of State historical studies and re- 
search, and of recently published books and addresses 
bearing upon Illinois history. It would be very satis- 
factory to members of the State Historical Society to ex- 
change views and ideas, between annual meetings, upon 
the course, progress and management of the Society, on 
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the changes and reforms needed, on what is done or can 
probably be done to secure a new State building for the 
Historical Library and Society, and other kindred mat- 
ters. Space in our pages can well be afforded for free 
expression of sentiments and suggestions on these lines, 
the writers, of course, signing their communications and 
bearing the responsibility for what they contain. 



OLD FOET CEEVE COETJK. 
Dan E. Sheen Will Take Newspaper Men to Visit Its 

Thibd Site. 

In the belief that he has discovered the actual site 
of Fort Creve Coeur, built by the Sieur de La- 
Salle in 1680, on the eastern shore of the Illinois river, 
opposite the now existing city of Peoria, Dan E. Sheen, 
the attorney, will take a party of newspaper men across 
the river to make an investigation. 

This constitutes the third discovered site of the historic 
fort, but Mr. Sheen is convinced that the site on his land 
in Tazewell county is the only one entitled to recognition. 
In latter-day investigations the first site was discovered 
by the late Major Wightman, for a number of years city 
engineer, and he located it at a point on the crest of the 
hill opposite the lower end of the village of Averyville 
and more than half a mile from the shore of the river. 
This site received the approval of John King, the veteran 
local historian, who, at his own expense, erected a stone 
there with a suitable inscription. The other site is two 
or three miles below the city near the coal mine operated 
by the late J. E. Hilliard and there the local chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Eevolution has placed 
an inscribed stone. Now comes Dan Sheen with his site 
nearly midway between the other two and located at a 
point opposite the foot of Hamilton street. 

He declares that distinct traces of the old fort are still 
visible at this point and that it tallies exactly with the de- 
scription of Father Hennepin, who accompanied the La- 
Salle expedition and wrote its history. It is nearer the 
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river than the other two sites and as the party had eight 
canoes to look after and built a boat forty feet in length 
which had to be protected in the course of its construc- 
tion it is natural to believe that the fort was not far from 
the shore. It is the regret of Mr. Sheen that a number 
of decayed hewn logs and others sawed in half with holes 
on the round side indicating that they had been used for 
settees, were burned when they were clearing off the land 
before evidences were observed that it was the site of 
the historic fort, but he states that he still has enough 
to show traces of the settlement of an advance guard of 
white men in the Illinois valley and that the contour of 
the site and its location as described by Father Hennepin 
can be readily recognized. He will, therefore, invite a 
party of newspaper men to accompany him to the site 
and allow them to make their own comparison with the 
history as left by Hennepin. A committee of the Illinois 
State Historical Society visited Mr. Sheen's property 
some months ago. 



QUINCT HISTORI0AL SOCIETY MEETING. 

The Quincy Historical Society held a most interesting 
session recently at the historical home at Twelfth and 
State streets, Quincy, HI. 

The principal feature of the evening's program was 
the reading of an historical paper by Miss Katherine 
Holland Brown, Quincy *s popular author and student, on 
the founding and history of the Icarian movement which 
began in France and which sent a colony to this country 
in the early years of the nineteenth century and occupied 
for a time the town of Nauvoo, Illinois. 

Miss Brown is the author of a popular novel, " Diane,' 9 
which is founded on the Nauvoo settlement, where Miss 
Brown dwelt for a time, while securing material for her 
novel. 
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THE PRAIEIE FLOWER. 

The Library has recently purchased a little pamphlet 
which is Vol. I, No. 1 of a little periodical edited by 
Joseph C. Duncan entitled The Prairie Flower. 

This little book of twenty-four pages is not dated, but 
the contributed articles are all dated 1841, and in the 
editorial part of the magazine the editor informs the pub- 
lic that future numbers will be issued from Shelbyville, 
HI. It appears that the number which we are describing 
was probably published at Charleston as some of the 
articles are dated from that place. 

By consulting the history of Shelby county, published 
in 1881 by Brink, McDonough & Co., we find an account 
of the publication of the Prairie Flower in that place. 
Id speaking of the Prairie Flower the history says "It 
is remembered by the older citizens as an extremely neat 
and well edited paper. Mr. Duncan was a man of scho- 
lastic attainments, but was not adapted to the rude be- 
ginnings of pioneer journalism in Illinois. He published 
a few numbers and then the "Prairie Flower" ceased to 
bloom and spread its fragrance around upon a com- 
munity who were then more exercised in clearing and 
opening up a new country than in reading well written 
and scholarly articles upon abstruse subjects. Mr. Dun- 
can removed to Bloomington, HI., where he engaged in 
the mercantile business and failed. In the year 1849 he 
followed the stream of emigration to California, where 
in later years he attained some prominence as a banker. 
When last heard from he was a resident of the "Golden 
State." 

The Historical Library will be very glad indeed to ob- 
tain a complete file of the Prairie Flower, and will be 
glad to receive any information in regard to the pub- 
lication. 
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A NOTED ILLINOIS WOMAN. 
A Sketch of Mrs. Nancy Steward Connelley. 

Avery N. Beebe. 

The subject of this sketch, Nancy Steward Connelley, 
was the third daughter of Nathan and Drusilla Steward ; 
she was born at Waterford, New London county, Con- 
necticut, on the 31st day of December, 1810, died at Piano, 
HI., March 20, 1897. 

Her parents resided on a farm; they were of the New 
England type, of the highest character and respect- 
ability, and by their industry and rigid economy a large 
family were reared. 

Nathan Steward, though limited by only four months' 
schooling, by his indomitable energy and perseverance, 
became a perfect type of the "self-made man," and ac- 
quired a good practical education, which enabled him to 
successfully teach public schools during the winter 
seasons. He soon distinguished himself as a mathema- 
tician and was able to solve very difficult mathematical 
problems which came to him from all parts of the country. 
He could sit down on a winter evening and calculate with 
correctness the eclipses of the sun and moon for the cur- 
rent year. 

Her mother, Drusilla Steward, whose maiden name 
was Rogers, descended from the historic John Eogers, 
who suffered martyrdom as a minister of the gospel, at 
Smithfield, under the reign of Queen Mary. 

A large family, comprising eleven children, were born 
to them: Ira, R., Marcus, Eunice (who died in infancy), 
Charles L., Lansen, Josiah R., George H., Mary, Nancy, 
J. Pember and Leander (who also died in infancy), all 
being now deceased. 

When Nancy was eight years old her father died, and 
but a few years later her mother also died, thus leaving 
her, with other children, to care for themselves, but she 
was self-reliant and possessed of an independent spirit, 
a characteristic which always contributed more or less to 
her success in life. 




MRS. NANCY STEWARD CONNELLEY. 
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At the age of thirteen she joined the Baptist church 
of New London, and when she finally removed to Piano 
she there joined the same church upon its organization, 
and remained a member to the end of her days, though 
she was not strictly sectarian. 

In 1830 she became the wife of Captain David Beebe, 
who at that time was a sea captain and commanded a 
merchantman plying between New York and the West 
Indies, but these long voyages separating them were so 
unpleasant he gave up his sea-faring life and they erected 
a house in New London, where they resided until the year 
1834, when they emigrated to what was then considered 
the "Far West, ,, Northern Ohio, locating on a farm on 
North Bidge, in Sandusky county. Here they again com- 
menced domestic life, with two young children; but the 
country was new, sparsely settled, and like many other 
new countries, very sickly, sometimes visited by epi- 
demics and Captain Beebe and his wife were taxed to 
their utmost to assist in caring for the sick, but as they 
were young and robust in health their kind offices were 
eagerly sought and as freely given. 

When the gold discoveries in California were made, 
Captain Beebe was among those who made the trip 
across the plains in 1849, leaving his estimable wife and 
three small boys, the oldest but fifteen, in charge of the 
farm, he sought the new gold fields; but on his return 
voyage around Cape Horn he was stricken with yellow 
fever and died. 

Though not having the advantage of a classic educa- 
tion, being left an orphan at the age of eight years, Mrsr 
Beebe *s poetic talent was often recognized in the com- 
munity where she resided and she was often called upon 
to write on topics that were the subjects in controversy at 
the time. About the year 1852 the country had becojne 
quite thickly settled, and a post office had been estab- 
lished in the neighborhood and a vacancy occurring, Mrs. 
Beebe was appointed postmistress, and so capably did 
she administer the duties incumbent upon her, that when 
a hungry aspirant had sought the coveted place every 
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patron of the office signed a remonstrance against her 
removal. 

At this period of our nation's history, and even before, 
the fugitive slave law was in operation, and the poor 
African slaves were seeking their freedom by escaping 
to Canada, they never left the hospitable roof of Mr. 
and Mrs. Beebe without several days' rations, with per- 
haps some clothing and a little money to help them on 
their way. 

In the year 1855 she was married to Eobert Connelly, 
they then still living on North Eidge, but soon after re- 
moving to Piano, HI. 

Since the organization of the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union she had, for a period of eight years or 
more, been its presiding officer, until failing health for- 
bade her longer continuing in that capacity. She was a 
zealous and faithful worker in church and temperance 
organizations, and a tireless laborer in the moral vine- 
yard where her strong personality was always manifest. 

She was a strong advocate of woman's suffrage and 
aided the cause to the extent of her ability, always pro- 
testing when paying her annual taxes that it was "taxa- 
tion without representation," and was much encouraged 
when the Legislature of Illinois finally gave the ballot to 
woman in electing school officers and trustees of the State 
University. 

Of Mrs. Connelly's seven children, but two survive her. 

Her oldest brother, Eev. Ira E. Steward, born in New 
London, Conn., April 3d, 1795, and died in January, 
1868. He engaged in the ministry at an early age and 
was finally called as pastor of the Mariners' Baptist 
church in New York city, where he was engaged during 
the remainder of his life, though he had twice asked his 
parishoners to accept his resignation on account of his 
failing health. 

Her second brother, Marcus Steward, was also a native 
of New London county,' born June 1st, 1796; first emi- 
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grating to Wayne county, Pennslyvania, then to Piano, 
Illinois, in the year 1838, and became an extensive 
farmer, having acquired large tracts of land. He was 
one of the founders of the little city of Piano. He reared 
a family of nine children, the eldest, Hon. Lewis Steward, 
was the fusion candidate for Governor, the Democratic- 
Greenback party in the year 1876, being defeated by 
Shelby M. Cullom, the latter winning by less than four 
thousand votes. He was afterward elected to Congress 
of the eleventh Illinois district,* where he served with 
honor and distinction. 

Rev. Oliver B. Kinney, pastor Baptist church, Falls, 
Philadelphia, March 21st, 1897, writes : 

"In the passing beyond of Mrs. Nancy Connelly, the 
community has met with a great loss, and the hearts of 
many beside her children are left in darkness. She was 
a unique character, strong and original in vigor, thought 
and action; standing out in bold relief and contrast 
against the background of moderate and even humble 
circumstances. 

She was of heroic mould and would have fitted admir- 
ably the age of the Bevolution, or that golden age we all 
long for and expect. 

A little incident she related to me will illustrate her 
ability to execute a high resolve : 

At the age of fifteen years, being left in charge of 
younger children at New London, Connecticut, a little 
brother fell into the sea where the water was very deep; 
without any knowledge of the art of swimming, she im- 
mediately sprang into the water and swam with her 
burden around a projecting point of rocks to a shallow 
place, and thus saved her own and the child's life. And 
thus, from a sea of trouble, she saved many a sinking 
soul since. 

I do not say too much when I say that upon the pages 
of history there is not recorded the name of a more God- 
fearing and resolute character. 
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At one time she could repeat, chapter and verse, the en- 
tire Bible, and without university training, measure 
lances with doctors of divinity on theological questions, 
and her strength was only equalled by her kindness and 
sympathy for the unfortunate and erring. 

You may well be proud of such a mother. 1 * 



